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MEMORANDUM TO: Directors of Education

FROM: Jim Grieve
Assistant Deputy Minister
DATE: August 18, 2010
SUBJECT: Regulations and Regulatory Changes to Support Full- Day

Early Learning Kindergarten — Letters of Permission for Early
Childhood Educators and Delegation of Principals’ Duties in
Extended Day

ATTACHMENTS: O. Reg 323/10 — Amending O. Reg. 224/10 - Full Day Junior
Kindergarten and Kindergarten

O. Reg 321/10 — Amending O. Reg. 225/10 - Extended Day

Programs

O. Reg 322/10 — Letters of Permission - Early Childhood
Educators

Comparison Chart — Teacher LOPs and Early Childhood Educator
LOPs

Policy/Program Memorandum 154 — Applications for Letters of
Permission for Positions Requiring a Registered Early Childhood
Educator

As you know, the first full-day kindergarten programs will begin in designated Ontario schools
next month. You will recall that the Full Day Early Learning Statute Law Amendment Act, 2010
was passed by the legislature in April. In June, most of the Act was proclaimed and two key
regulations on full-day kindergarten and extended day programs were filed. Outstanding
legislative amendments under the Act have been proclaimed and came into force on August 16,
2010. In addition, further regulatory provisions have been filed. These provisions address:

1) Urgent appointments to early childhood educator positions in JK/K and extended day
programs;

2) Delegation of principals’ duties in extended day programs; and

3) Early childhood educator letters of permission (LOPs.)
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These measures are part of the legal framework that governs the implementation of Ontario’s
full-day kindergarten program and I am writing to provide greater detail on these recent
developments.

The regulations are available on e-Laws and the attached Program/Policy Memorandum provides
further direction on LOPs for early childhood educator designated positions.

I would like to thank the many stakeholders who continue to provide input to us. It is a critical
resource for the ministry as we prepare policy, regulations and implementation measures to
support the full-day kindergarten program.

L. PROCLAMATION

The Full Day Early Learning Statute Law Amendment Act, 2010 was proclaimed on June 3,
2010, with the exception of section 21 which addresses performance appraisals and reporting
obligations regarding early childhood educators.

Section 21, “Part X.3: Designated Early Childhood Educators — Induction, Performance

Appraisal and Reporting Obligations”, has been proclaimed and came into force on August 16,
2010.

As a result, boards must report to the College of Early Childhood Educators in the same way that
they report to the Ontario College of Teachers with regard to professional misconduct by early
childhood educators and investigations, as described below.

Section 21 also provides authority for the government to make regulations governing early
childhood educator performance appraisal and induction programs. However, these regulations
are pending the development of a provincial performance appraisal and induction framework.
Until this framework is developed, and regulations to support it are made, boards may carry out
their own early childhood educator induction and performance appraisal programs as a regular
employment matter. The ministry will continue to consult with boards and other key stakeholders
on these issues moving forward.

Reporting Obligations between Boards and the College of Early Childhood Educators

To track and monitor issues related to professional misconduct, terminations and investigations,
section 21 establishes reporting requirements between boards and the College of Early
Childhood Educators.

Board Reports

A board 1s required to file a written report with the Registrar of the College of Early Childhood
Educators within 30 days if:
e A board has terminated an early childhood educator’s employment or imposed
restrictions on his/her duties for reasons of professional misconduct;
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