Applying for the Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP)

Clients can apply for the Ontario Disability Support Program up to six months before the eighteenth birthday, by contacting the ODSP office in Mississauga at 905-897-3100 (Toll free: 1-800-361-0897 or TTY 905-897-3109) or Brampton at (905) 460-5025. Individuals applying for ODSP must qualify both medically and financially.

Qualifying individuals living with their parents in a room and board situation are eligible to receive $805 per month. This is to pay for room and board, transportation, clothes and other supplies. For those living independently (i.e. Renting), the maximum amount an individual is eligible to receive is $1,020 per month.

In addition to the monthly allowance, eligible individuals may receive:

· Drug coverage

· Dental coverage

· Eyeglasses and hearing aids

· Mandatory Special Necessities which include diabetic supplies, surgical supplies, catheters, diapers and dressings and travel and transportation to medical appointments

· Batteries and repairs to mobility devices

· Guide dog allowance

· Special diet allowance

· Community Start-Up Benefit

· Employment Start-Up Benefit

Helpful hints:

· Qualifying medically for ODSP depends on the forms being completed by a qualified professional and on accompanying, supportive documentation being provided where available.

· If an application for ODSP is refused based on a decision that the applicant does not meet the definition of a person with a disability, the applicant can appeal the decision.

Responsibilities:
Those receiving ODSP must let the ODSP office know about any changes in circumstances (such as):

· Change of address/living arrangements

· Income

· Assets

· Marital Status

· Family Composition

· Absence from Ontario

· Hospitalization

· Eligibility for other programs/resources

· Earned Income – must be reported monthly

To find out more, visit: http://www.mcss.gov.on.ca/en/mcss/programs/social/odsp/income_support/index.aspx 

